
5/5/2009-Statement on National Community College Month

  First, I would like to thank Congressman Latham and my colleagues, for introducing H. Res.
338 honoring Community colleges.  I have long supported these institutions for the professional
education they provide their students and I am happy to honor them today.   

  

  Community colleges in New Jersey serve over 150,000 students at 19 campuses.  They offer
their students a broad array of certificate and associate degree programs -- from business
management to nursing, and engineering to philosophy.  

  

  That is why, as Assembly Speaker in New Jersey, I created the STARS program that allowed
star high school students to attend any community college in New Jersey for free.  Now that
program has been expanded to allow these students to attend a four-year college after two
high-performing years at their community college.  I recognized the great education these
institutions provide to students and I wanted to ensure that they remained a viable option for
future students.  

  Community colleges play a vital role in our communities and for the students who attend
them.  I am proud to show my support for these fine institutions and H. Res. 338.  Thank you.  I
yield back.   
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